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Clydeside. Its life depends on shipping, shipbuilding and
marine engineering, with the Mercantile Marine and the
Navy as its two great customers. To the Clyde the Tyne is
partly rival and partly complementary, but there is in their
history very little of one stealing from the other. They
rise and fall together; and I have sometimes thought that if
thefe were no Scottish border and Edinburgh were the
financial capital of all Britain north of the Tees, the fortunes
of Glasgow and Tyneside would have been steadier and
better in the last twenty years.
There are, however, between them significant differences
of geography, history and present function.
Tyneside is one of several adjacent river systems, the
others being the Wear, with Sunderland as its port, and the
broad estuary of the Tees embracing Middlesbrough, Stockton
and the Hartlepools, and together they constitute one indus-
trial area and one complex problem. Their miity was well
represented in -the old days by the North-Eastern Railway,
a compact and efficient territorial monopoly, since weakened
by its southern elongations; and it is now expressed by
NESCO, a word of as good omen on the North-East Coast,
as BESCO is of ill omen in the Canadian Maritimes. NESCO
is the North-Eastern Electric Supply Company which,
in association with certain -municipal undertakings, e.g.,
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Sunderland and Darlington, supplies
the district with cheap power, which compares very f avourably
with other regions: the cost per unit for power purposes
being North-East Coast *56d.; certain Lancashire areas *75d;
the whole country -77CL1 NESCO's territory extends as
far south as York, and, indeed, there are reasons for
considering that the North Riding of Yorkshire belongs
industrially to the North-East Coast, as it did in the territory
of the old North-Eastern Railway.
Tyneside itself is a river system not unlike that of the
Thames, with prominent towns both on the north and the
south side, with a great bend midway like the Isle of Dogs,
and with the commercial centre well up the river, Newcastle
being to Gateshead as the City of London to Southwark.
Along the north from west to east run Wallsend: Willington
1 Survey of Industrial FacHities of the North-East Coast (1936), p. 37.